Common Council
Meeting
City of Middletown
September 3, 2019

1. Pledge of Allegiance- Pres. Rodrigues asked all to rise for the pledge.
Pres. Rodrigues asked all to remain standing for a moment of silence for past Sen.
Bill Larkin may he rest in peace.
2. Roll Call: Present: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr,
Green, Masi, Rodrigues-9
3. Approval of Minutes
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Green to accept the minutes from July 2
and June 18, 2019 as submitted.
All in favor
4. Correspondence
Correspondence for a 30 day notice for a liquor license for Equilibrium Brewery at 28 South St.-Received & Filed
5. For the Good of the City
Kevin Gomez- Tomorrow starts a brand new school year. This is after a very busy
summer where we saw major construction changing the roof at Monhagen Middle
School and Maple Hill to ensure the structures as safe and sound.
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We also saw ground breaking construction in the back of Carter Elementary School
building a new entrance there where there will be plenty of parking and also more
accessibility for the school busses. Major change in the demographics on the other
side of main street were the farm land converting into eventual condos’. We are
getting ready for greater population and also traffic.
We saw wonderful summer camp, along with…sponsored by the City of Middletown
the Recreation Dept. We had art camp, music camp and our kids really enjoyed them.
One of the special highlights I would like to bring focus to this year our School
District started the kindergarten Jump Start Program. This is a new idea that many
districts across the country and our neighbors in north Canada are adopting. Were
children are allowed to start may be in 2-3 weeks prior to the school year when they
are entering kindergarten even a Jump Start or Head Start. Statistics and studies have
shown that kids that participate in kindergarten Jump Start program have nearly twice
as likely to be as literacy benchmark with the beginning of the school year compared
to may be other students who haven’t. So I think it is a positive step in the right
direction and I like to see it continue for years to come.
I look forward to a great school year and continuing the working of stronger working
partnership we have with the City of Middletown and Town of Wallkill; whether it is
academics or recreation or equally important the public safety of our children and
teaching staff.
6. Remarks of Dept. Heads
Maria Bruni/Economic Development-Update you on the downtown revitalization
façade program. The initial 8 went out to bid and construction started and you are
starting to see some of that construction wrapping up. If you go along North St. you
will be scaffolding coming down and façade repairs near completion. So the next 4-5
are underway; one of the scaffolding is up already on the corner of South and Main
St. So that is one of the next batch that is going to be starting construction. The
façade program is moving right along.
Great summer with programs and events. We wrapped up summer concert series this
past Friday. Looking forward to a whole host of events at the Paramount Theatre. Of
course our traditional tree lighting, I know Mr. Degnan is going to start his search for
the perfect tree for downtown.
Jacob Tawil/DPW Commissioner-Update you on a couple of things-Just finished an
Exit Audit the Mayor and myself. We sat through the State Comptroller’s Office Exit
Audit for our cyber security system for the Water Treatment Plant and Water System.
Tremendously professional people and we just submitted our reply to them and I
think I copied you on the reply. It was very informative, they are really hyped. They
did a very thorough job with the cyber security.
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Another thing before you tonight we are requesting a resolution to apply for a grant to
replace one our major water lines that raise water from Kinch to Shawangunk
Reservoir. When I say our lifeline sometimes people start laughing saying what do
you mean lifeline. (showing on slide)
We have a very small …called Kinch. Our main reservoirs are Monhagen, Highland,
Shawangunk and Mill Pond. Kinch is very tiny. We have this water line which is
really our lifeline what we call is coming from Kinch to Shawangunk and that is a 24
inch line. The replacement cost is estimated for this line is about $8million, we are
looking to upgrade it, oversize it in order to get all this water. However the watershed
for Monhagen is very small, same with Highland the watershed is very tiny,
Shawangunk the watershed is very tiny, Mill Pond is a little bit bigger about 2 sq.
miles. The biggest watershed that we have is what I call our lifeline is the Kinch
watershed which is this huge area there and that huge area supplies us through a water
line and that reservoir is very tiny. It is a very complicated system, relatively
speaking. We manage this system in a weekly basis. I get readouts from all these
water levels in there and the rainfall; based on the readings that we get …., the print
that we have we make a decision which valves to open and which valves to close in
order to maximize the storage in our reservoirs and keeping them topped off.
Jacob continuing his presentation.
This is what we are requesting your support for tonight to authorize the Mayor and
myself to apply for that grant. The grant will give us 60% of the total value of the
project. It is a major commitment, we understand that, we appreciate your support.
We have miles and miles of water line that we have yet to upgrade and replace. This
one we can oversize it and get more water, it will help us with or safe yield. We will
cross that bridge when we get there.
We request your support tonight and there is SEQRA associated with it, the deadline
for applying for this grant is this month on the 13th.
CDM engineering firms they offer their services to apply for the grant which is
substantial, you have to provide engineering reports, preliminary plans and so on to
apply for the grant. Prepare resolutions they helped us with this one at no charge.
Obviously they are hoping to get the project and if they are successful in getting the
60% project will be in very good shape.
Talking about DPW as long as people wake up in the morning and open their faucet
and water is there, it is clean, you can trust it, it doesn’t smell, everybody is happy,
nobody knows what is involved in getting it up to that point.
Same thing at the Sewage Treatment Plant.
Many other dept. we take care of including Sanitation.
Another thing I don’t talk about that often is Code Enforcement. When I started in
2005, I wouldn’t say it was in bad shape but it was different back then. Code
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Enforcement Officers they were not certified by the State. To become a Code
Enforcer you have to take courses, everybody that we have and most of the old crew
that we had in 2005 they were good people. Some of them did not have the required
certification. Things got tougher, laws got tougher so they got their certification.
In 2005 realizing Code Enforcement is one of the most important programs in the
City of Middletown. Myself and Chief of Police Bethencourt use argue all the time
and joking which one is more important? Police Dept. or Code Enforcement? I use to
tell him Police Dept. you are always reacting, Code Enforcement is extremely
important because we are all the time work with it and anticipating what things are.
We are controlling the Quality of Life. We are controlling over population,
controlling safety on the housing, we are making sure quality of life is there.
In 2005 we had this issue in there, if you seen the city back in 2005 you see the city
now we are extremely proud … of what we did. We have the highest qualified code
enforcement officers you can put around and I can put them against anybody is in this
community.
Our program when I started in 2005 they only had rental permits for multi dwelling
and that is what the Mayor did in combating the boardinghouses. I got myself
certified to become a code enforcement officer; that is how much I paid attention to
this dept. I became myself a code enforcement officer. First thing we did we hired
Ed Steenrod because …Council Pres. Rodrigues he was one of my biggest supporters
to hire Ed Steenrod; I think he was the only one there at the Council at the time. Ald.
Masi I’m not sure if you were there, Ald. Masi was there too.
The point is we have a very strong code enforcement program. The Mayor has done
before about rental permits, I went to Corp. Counsel I said we want to do rental
permit for 2 family, single family homes. Alex Smith he argued vehemently against
me doing that. He said Jacob we are already pushing the envelope with rental
permits, to make a long story short he went and did his research, you know what I
think we can do it Jacob. That was our idea.
Our program as code enforcement is one of the most forefront on the enforcement.
We have 230 lane miles of road, in very dense area; almost every 50 ft. you have a
property there. We have 5 code enforcement officers now, the 6 th one is coming
back. It is impossible for us to cover almost 8,000+ in the City of Middletown with
these 5 guys which each and every one of them is focusing on multi-dwelling. Chief
Brady is doing the multiple dwellings, 2 family non owner occupied we have Mr.
Martinez, for 2 family owner occupied we have Mr. Ramkissoon, for single family
we have Mr. Steenrod, rentals. Each one we have thousands of units they have
oversee. If there are violations it’s not Dr. Johnson correct this violation, he says no
problem.
We are trying our best to cover each and every inch in the City of Middletown. 230
lane miles, each and every one of you; you come back to me refer some properties for
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me for potential violations. The only way we find out a single family home is being
rented without a permit by the neighbors calling and telling us.
Jacob continued about code
I welcome all your involvement in code enforcement, code enforcement officers they
are inviting each and every one of you if you want to do ride along with them. If you
want to go with them and get inside the properties and see what we go through and
see what our work is like. We welcome that, you are the fathers of the city and we
can always use some guidance from you guys.
I appreciate your support and really we could not do it without your help. We are
here to serve and listen.
Ald. Tobin- Algae blooms, is it an issue and what do we do to protect ourselves?
Commissioner Tawil- Algae bloom. We use to get hit with algae blooms and we
keep up on the research and what is the best way to confront the algae blooms. The
Mayor and myself were invited from NYS, Dept. of Health and DEC and we have to
put our two cents. Basically we do some preventative maintenance. What we call
preventative maintenance which we apply copper sulfate. Copper sulfate kills the
algae before it forms, if we do it in a proper way and proper manner, timely manner
we will test for …oxygen. We test for pH, temperature. All the things that will give
us an indication algae blooms about to occur. We prevent it from occurring,
sometimes it does happen, we change our method of applying copper sulfate over the
past few years. We use to put granular and pulled them in a boat. We looked into it
and now we mix it, we have a solution and modify our boat. So that when we go into
the reservoirs and cover it, half of the reservoir at the time we have sprayers, we
notify the boat ourselves. We fabricated the boat ourselves and now other
communities are coming to see how we modified our boat so we can apply copper
sulfate. So far we haven’t been blindsided, if it does it is a disaster.
Another thing $6million in there to protect our water shed, the Mayor and myself
when we went steering committee for algae bloom, discussion with NYS and DEC.
One of the things we were pushing for here City of Middletown is to protect the
watershed. By purchasing, not just by watershed management, storm water
management because most of our properties outside of municipal waters and they
have no control over it. The best is to purchase it. The State …discussion after years
and years advocating for it and they gave…$6million to achieve that.
Ald. Johnson- I wanted to clarify …$8million and best case scenario grant is 60%
annually.
Commissioner Tawil-Yes
Chief Ewanciw/Police Chief- I do have to disagree with Jacob. The Police Dept. is
not only responsive, they are proactive. They are very proactive, great team behind.
So far this year towards the end of July we are showing a 30% decrease in crime, they
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handled about 23,000+ calls for service, made about 1500 arrests so far. That is not
reactive that is definitely is proactive.
Partnership with the code enforcement we actually work hand in hand with them. We
realized over the years to improve the quality of life within our community we have
to work together which we have been doing.
Remind everyone that we are having our final movie, final jump out type of event. It
will be this Saturday, Sept. 7th at Run4Downtown Park. We will be ready to serve
people food by 5:30 and the movie is scheduled to start about 7:30. We will be
showing Spiderman and we will be having some special guests joining us that
evening.
With school starting I just want to remind everybody to be vigilant, be safe as a
community. There will be a lot of kids that are crossing, some of them for the first
time. Our crossing guards are doing the best that they can; we have extra staff on
tomorrow to help with whatever issues that may arise.
I like to wish all the students a safe and happy school year.
Ald. Tobin- I know some cities have a lot of e-scooters, I have seen a couple of
people riding around on them. Do you foresee that as a problem?
Chief Ewanciw- We have had problems with that, nothing to drastic recently. There
is a section in the law that allows certain scooters, our hands are tied somewhat. If
you have specific area or situation we will address it.
Ald. Tobin-The lift scooters that is what I am talking about. The ones that they stand
on, electric ones.
Chief Ewanciw- No I’m not.
Pres. Rodrigues- They go 30 mph.
Chief Ewanciw- They stand on them.
Ald. Tobin- Yes. They are electric. I see a couple around.
Ald. Tobin- I know marijuana is not decriminalize. I just want to be clear, it still is a
crime. Especially driving impaired, smoking marijuana. Just for the public can you
explain the changes in layman terms?
Chief Ewanciw- The laws that have been changed recently.
Ald. Tobin- It’s still a crime?
Chief Ewanciw-…decriminalize up to 2 oz. is going to be allowed. You are not
allowed to smoke it, wherever cigarettes are not allowed to be smoked. It changed a
little bit because prior to the change of law just possession of itself was called
unlawful possession of marijuana which is a violation. It was basically a summons, a
ticket with a small fine. The big difference now is if you are caught smoking if it’s
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not in a smoking area there is not an increase in penalty; but in past years if caught
smoking anywhere in public view it was a misdemeanor. That was a deterrent to
ensure people were not smoking in public.
Ald. Tobin- But still driving.
Chief Ewanciw-Driving is a very serious situation. It’s not a felony it is a
misdemeanor, if you are caught twice within 10 yrs. then it could fine. There is some
confusion there, there is a lot of discussion about mellow substance and how it
mellows you out. There is a tremendous amount of study that shows it does impact. I
have been privileged to speak with a former Chief of Denver, CO., which is very well
known for marijuana usage and legalization. He explained to me that it became
chaos, he ended up retiring, a lot of stuff isn’t put out to the public and I just got in on
a seminar in which a representative from CO. former representative from CO. did a
seminar and spoke about the financial aspects of it. Their statistics show in CO. or at
least what was presented to us that for every $1 that is brought into the state in
revenue for marijuana is costing that state $4 in expenditures.
Just on expanding on the movie, we will be closing down North St. for a portion of
the movie. Depending on our attendance we would like to open it up as soon as
possible. My prediction right now at least the bar-b-que portion of it will be closed as
soon as we can get the movie and running. Again, it depends on the attendance. I
will do everything I can to get it open as soon as I can.
Don Paris/Treasurer- In front of you tonight you will have a resolution to approve… I
have given you all a copy of the Cap X budget. On the first schedule, schedule b you
will see it is $4,263,561 we are asking you to vote on tonight for Cap X. This money
will be paid for with a BAN which the borrowing resolution will come at the next
scheduled board meeting and will be funded in mid-October.
The good news is about 75% of this borrowing is water/sewer related so it won’t
affect the tax levy. This new debt will cost us $820,000 over the next 5 yrs. the other
debt will be retiring by little over a million; so it is kind of fund balance neutral over
the 5 yr. period.
The next meeting RBT will be here to issue the financial statements, I will get them
before that.
Chris Brinkerhoff/Superintendent of Parks- As all the departments stayed busy so
does the Recreation and Parks Dept. Summer is over we had a successful summer,
we did have a lot of obstacles as mentioned by our school board member with
facilities and construction. Our staff made it work. I have to really thank our admin.
staff that really busted their butts this summer, worked a whole lot of hours to make
up for shortage of staff and qualified staff. We were low on life guards, getting
directors for camps and the requirements for responding to emergencies and
certification they have to have and nurses. The staff pulled it together and we had a
great summer. Our sports camp was full, other camps were near to capacity. I want
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to thank the School District for all their collaboration and using their facilities even
the ones that are under construction. We thank our team and their team for that.
Fall is here. Soccer starts Saturday. You can register right up until this Friday. We
are now starting at 3yrs. old and we go up to 1st grade. 2nd-12th is now part of the
Middletown soccer league. Its developed, got started and we are not going to
duplicate what is already happening.
Please call the Recreation Dept. we will give you the proper number to sign up.
Our after school program starts tomorrow along with the school calendar. Children in
the 3 elementary schools can go to those after school programs. You must be
enrolled in that elementary school. Our staff comes to them, makes it very cheap for
the parents because we have taken transportation out and the parent just has to pick
them up between 5:30-6 pm. For more information call the Rec. Dept., on line for
our registration forms.
We did start a new program and it is called an Adaptive Sport and Fitness program. It
is for students and young adults that have physical impairment and they can
participate and getting instruction on recreational activities as well as competitive
activities. As you see para-olympics is becoming very popular and getting a lot of
advertising, you actually have a lot of incredible athletes coming out of this area. Our
student population is becoming more now main stream, we are supplying this at no
cost to anybody. Volunteering through FASE a lot of people know Ollie and what he
does. He goes in our schools and helps our students already and this gives them a
social mentorship in the evenings a couple of times a week. More information call on
that. Amputees, wheelchairs, CP, Spina Bifida.
Sept. 21st we our first of our many fall special events. It is Touch a Truck which will
be down at the Farmers Market.
I want to wish all our students a safe and successful first day of school. I was in some
of the school buildings today and ready for the after school programs and the Rec.
Dept. helps them to get their staff certified as far as CPR and the teachers were ready
to go, SRO’s and some changes there and they are really excited for the new school
year.
Pres. Rodrigues-Chris can you give us an update on Davidge Park Ext.?
Chris Brinkerhoff- I just got back from vacation today, before I left it was waiting on
a few permits which I think Jacob might be better at that part. It was coming from
Fusco and I think all that has been put in place. So now it is just going out to bid.
Commissioner Tawil-We are waiting for the DOT.
Chris Brinkerhoff-There is still the DOT permit, there is still one permit DOT on the
traffic study.
Pres. Rodrigues-Is there a timeline for the DOT?
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Commissioner Tawil-No. Fusco Engineering he is staying in touch with them and he
keeps prodding them. As of last week he did not hear anything from them. He is
going to have to stay on top of them. It is very important as you know this traffic
study. The DOT wanted an architect to create basically the lane, stacking lane for
people who want to turn into Davidge Park, the new Davidge Park across from
Pilgrims Estate. It would be very costly and that would be very expensive, so the
City has hired, the Mayor has hired Fusco Engineering and he brought in specialist
for traffic engineering from upstate. In order to do actual counts and to prove to the
DOT that a stacking lane to create a right hand turn or even in the middle into the
park is not required. Luckily the study and traffic counts proved that turning lane is
not required. So now we need the DOT to give us their blessing and once we do that
the project can go out to bid. I know the architect is ready to go out for bid, that was
an afterthought, the architect did not anticipate this because he thought it was clear
cut. He did not need any stacking lane or anything like that, the DOT wrote it up the
last minute to him and that is when we had to panic and tried to find a consultant who
will do this, a specialist. Not any consultant in traffic engineer and that is where we
are.
I will keep you update and I will try Mr. Fusco tomorrow and I will send you e-mail.
Pres. Rodrigues-I sent Mr. Fusco an e-mail asking for a timeline from start to finish
and still haven’t received an e-mail about when the project is going to start.
John Naumchik/City Clerk-Nothing this evening.
7. Public Hearings & Grievances
John Naumchik-We have 3 public hearings.
The first on revised amendment to Chapter 475-35 Boarders in Residential Districts
to establish one-year renewable Student Housing Rental Permit.
This public hearing is still open from the last meeting.
Pres. Rodrigues-We did not receive any correspondence.
John Naumchik-We did not.
Pres. Rodrigues-Motion to close public hearing.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Tobin
All in favor
Public hearing closed 8:38pm
John Naumchik- 2nd public hearing is on a proposed 7 lot subdivision for 53-63
Anthony St.
Notice is hereby given that the City of Middletown will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, September 3, 2019 on or as near to 8:00 pm as possible, Common Council
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Chambers, 2nd floor, 16 James St. to hear any and all persons wishing to be heard on
the proposed 7 lot subdivision for 53-63 Anthony St., Section 37, Block 6, Lots
8,9,10.
Any and all persons wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to speak either
for or against the proposed 7 lot subdivision.
The complete proposed map of the property for the 7 lot subdivision is available in
the office of the Common Council Clerk, City Hall, 16 James St., Room 12.
By the order of the Common Council,
John C. Naumchik
Clerk of the Common Council
Publish: 8/26/19 & 8/27/19
City Website
Pres. Rodrigues opened the public hearing 8:42pm
Ms. Plass-We were here a couple of weeks ago and Alex Smith had asked us to
review additional requirements within your …zone. I did send you a response letter
I’m not sure if anybody has seen it? Any questions?
John Naumchik- That was put in your mailbox.
Pres. Rodrigues asked if anyone on the Council had questions. None being.
Anyone from the public. None being
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Green public hearing closed.
All in favor
Public hearing closed 8:46pm
John Naumchik-Public hearing on the proposed zoning change from an I-2 zone to an
R-2 zone for five properties near Myrtle Ave.
Notice is hereby given that the City of Middletown will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, September 3, 2019, on or as near to 8:00 pm as possible, Common Council
Chambers, 2nd floor, 16 James St. to hear any and all persons wishing to be heard on
the proposed zoning change from a I-2 zone to an R-2 for the following properties:
12 Myrtle Ave, Section 36, Block 8, Lot 3
10 Myrtle Ave, Section 36, Block 8, Lot 2
111 Railroad Ave, Section 36 Block 8, Lot 29
Myrtle Ave/Railroad Ave, Section 36 Block 2 Lot 1
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1 Sprague Ave, Section 36 Block 8 Lot 1
Any and all persons wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to speak either
for or against the proposed zoning change.
The complete proposed change to the zone is available in the office of the Common
Council Clerk, City Hall, 16 James St., Room 12.
By the order of the Common Council,
John C. Naumchik
Clerk of the Common Council
Publish: 8/26/19 & 8/27/19
City Website
Pres. Rodrigues opened the public hearing 8:48pm
Helen Zeman-I don’t see how you can make it an R-2 at 12 Myrtle Ave. It is very
small. 2 families cannot be there. Also the last time I came before the building was
built …to change it I asked that the window not be put opposite my bathroom
window. They said oh no you will never have a window opposite your bathroom
window. The only window on my side of that building is opposite my bathroom
window.
What good does it do to talk to you guys? You don’t listen. It is not a very choice it
is the only window in a really stupid spot. I want to know how you can make it an R2.
Mayor DeStefano-This is not a proposal from the City I think it is from the property
owners. But, to address your concern if a property over there is currently R-1 and
you are talking about the old store, it’s a single family now. They would have to get a
variance to become R-2 because an R-2 requires 75 ft. frontage and 100 ft. property.
They need 7500 sq. ft. of property in order to convert. I think your concern is and I
will verify this, I recall the story it is a narrow lot probably not even 50 ft. wide. I
don’t think they will be eligible to be converted to a 2 family home. I think it will
have to stay as a 1 family home.
Now with that in mind the property owner can go for a variance to the Zoning Board
of Appeals, they would have to show a hardship and they would not be able to do that
in my opinion, they would not be able to do that. Because they already own the
property, you can’t create your own hardship. So I think the overall issue was the
industrial zone and I don’t know what the purpose of the change is because of all the
places are currently either 1 or 2 family homes of these 5 affected properties. I don’t
know what the reason for it is other than bring it in compliance. Any property that
does not have 75 ft. of frontage cannot be converted into a 2 family home even if the
zoning allows for a 2 families.
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…, but if you want I will follow up with this and find out the genesis of the request
and why it is being done. Give you some assurance that property cannot become a 2
family.
Pres. Rodrigues-The property already has a variance.
Mayor DeStefano-Variance for what?
John Naumchik-Zoning Board.
Mayor DeStefano- For what?
John Naumchik-Not having the 75 ft.
Mayor DeStefano-How did they get a variance from the Zoning Board when the
zoning is not allowed?
John Naumchik-They got it from the Zoning Board.
Mayor DeStefano-To make a 40 ft. lot a 2 family.
John Naumchik-No 1 family.
Mayor DeStefano-No that was my point. It can be a 1 family which it is, but you
can’t go to the board before the zoning is changed to get a variance. So you guys are
saying something different.
Is there a 1 family home or is it a 2 family home?
Discussion ensued.
She’s not objecting to the 1 family home she is objecting to the location of the
window.
Ms. Zeman-They are doing it now.
Mayor DeStefano-They are converting it to a 1 family. Right. Who did you make the
request about the window location?
Ms. Zeman-At this board meeting several months back.
Mayor DeStefano-You might have gone to the ZBA or Planning Board. Regardless, I
think we have to verify before you move on the application. I don’t believe an
applicant come in and get a variance before the zoning changes. There is a hardship
issue.
Pres. Rodrigues- This wasn’t a hardship.
Mayor DeStefano-You can’t just a variance to put a 2 family home into a property
that probably has a 30 or 40 ft. wide lot.
John said they got approval for a 1 family. I think the Council Pres. believes they got
approval for a 2 family.
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I think you need to leave the public hearing open until we verify the information.
Pres. Rodrigues- I know they went to the Zoning Board.
Mayor DeStefano- They could go to the Zoning Board because the lot size is smaller
than 50 ft. for the 1 family. We need to find out what the variance was for. But I
don’t believe that the board authorized a variance in an industrial zone without
demonstrating hardship a financial hardship. It doesn’t make sense to me.
So I recommend you keep the public hearing open and get the answers for this.
We will keep the public hearing open, we can’t vote on it.
Pres. Rodrigues- Asked if anyone else from the public had any questions?
Bob Thorpe-10 Myrtle Ave. are they turning that into a 2 family? Originally years
ago that was a 2 family.
Pres. Rodrigues- Just the zoning.
Bob Thorpe-The property in the back Railroad Ave. is that property being bought by
one of the owners.
Yes.
Bob Thorpe- It is. I wonder if that is why they think they can add on to 12 to make
that a rear entrance for parking for 10 Myrtle. I don’t know which one bought it.
Pres. Rodrigues-I believe 10 bought it.
Bob Thorpe-10 bought. They definitely won’t have enough room at 12. So 10
Myrtle Ave. bought that place and extend the backyard to make a drive through…try
to pull in and out of Myrtle Ave.
Pres. Rodrigues- I don’t know what they are doing. It is the back yard.
Bob Thorpe- I hope…that driveway is a killer getting in and out. There have been
several accidents over the years. I have been there since ’64.
The other thing is I asked several people about putting a yield or stop sign on the
bottom of Myrtle Ave. and Grand Ave. coming down the hill. That is a school bus
zone and every day you don’t know how many times cars go through there without
stopping and the school busses are right on the corner of Grand Ave.
Pres. Rodrigues-Will put it in DPW committee.
Bob Thorpe- I spoke to several people about it already.
Mayor DeStefano-John passed along the resolution from the ZBA that was when you
appeared Ms. Zeman and the resolution that was passed was granting a variance for a
1 family. So they came up with a conclusion the use variance and it is a 4,000 sq. ft.
lot and you would need a minimum 5,000 sq. ft. to do a 1 family home. That was the
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resolution that was passed on 3/20/19. And that would go for all those properties
over there, none of them appear to be large enough to be converted. I don’t know
what the rationale is as I said for changing it other than it brings it into conformity
with residential zoning. There is no way you can convert a 40 ft. lot in a residential
zone to a 2 family home without going through this board and this board only granted
a single family variance.
Pres. Rodrigues-Now that we have clarification do we need to have it held over?
Mayor DeStefano-I would say not, but I would enter into the record, (Asked if Alex
was here)
Pres. Rodrigues- He was the one that forwarded to us.
Mayor DeStefano- Asked that the Clerk read into the record the decision. You guys
can make the determination whether you agree with the conclusion that I have. It
says in it.
He tried to rent it out for 6 years as a commercial property in a residential
neighborhood. He had more reasons for a case paying his taxes, it was used
as a business, psychiatrist office, and currently the property is vacant.
Requires an area variance ….it was an I-2 zone he is looking for an area
variance under section 475. Of 1,000. ft.
Ald. Johnson- … Council suggested that to make it more uniform to the area
that he extend to the other properties including the triangle in the middle.
That one had a committee unanimously and that is why it is here today.
Commercial to be used as a 1 family home because he would not able to use
it commercially and Council said to make it uniform as far as change in the
code. So I’m not sure if it adversely affects your property.
Ald. Jean-Francois-The Stop sign on Myrtle we had discussed that with our
committee.
Ald. Tobin- I just want to reiterate it is going from an industrial zone to a
residential zone. The property did mention I know we had a problem with
people parking on the front yard and now they will have parking in the back
with the additional property.
Pres. Rodrigues- It doesn’t affect that property. That is a different address.
Ald. Tobin-He is worried about it converting it, changing the neighborhood.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Johnson to close the public hearing.
Public hearing closed 8:54 pm
All in favor
8. Petitions & Complaints
John Naumchik-Nothing this evening.
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9. Remarks of the Mayor
Mayor DeStefano-I wanted to join Council in extending my condolences to the
family of Senator Larkin. He did represent the City of Middletown for a brief
period of time I think when he won the Senate seat and defeated Art Gray. I
believe 2-4 years of representing the City, so I did get to know Bill. Even
after he represented, the District was changed he was always accessible to
us for any matter of concern for City issues up in Albany. He was a good
man, real patriot and also a man who served his country, served his
community for many, many years. Our condolences and prayers to his
family.
Its been said a couple of times about back to school and the bus situation.
We are going to strictly enforce people passing school busses. So if you are
foolish enough to do that and there is a police officer there or even if your
plate is captured by the bus there will be serious consequences to that. So
we ask people for common sense not to do that and for the safety of the kids.
Don addressed the capital budget. In response to Ald. Tobin about the
$6million grant. That grant was through the Governor’s office, it was 2 yrs.
$3million and $3million. To address algae, we did have experience probably
20 yrs. ago when we had to shut down the reservoir, one of the reservoirs.
We have a system with some redundancy in it, we can shut off a specific lake.
It was a pain in the neck and we had water restrictions obviously summer
time. So whatever we can do to prevent that type of thing from happening is
important. Jacob and people like Jacob in the water business, advocating for
these types of things for many years. When we attend, myself, Jacob and
Council Pres. and Mr. Masi the AWWA which is American Water Works
Conferences these are one of the issues that are brought up. This is a
lobbying group in order to encourage state governments to provide funding to
protect water systems; they also addressed operations. We were successful
with the grant, tonight as part of your capital budget you will see $1.5million
that is the city’s share, it’s not 100% grant from the state. It is a 25% match
and $6million share is $1.5million and we are funding that over long term
period.
Don addressed the debt is coming off. We also have a significant increase in
water revenues you will see in some of the budget projections due primarily to
CPV at this point. 2021 we are anticipating Amy’s coming on board with
additional 6-7 maybe $800,000 a year in water revenue and sewer revenue.
When I tell this people if I speak at a group, then people say you are going to
lower our water rates. No. We are not going to lower your water rates what
we are doing though is we are investing in the system that is 100+ years old.
We are doing a significant water main improvements coming down Monhagen
Ave. that again was a grant through the Governor’s office. $500,000 on a
$3million project and it is not just to provide water it is also fire protection. We
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have significant investment in water tanks, millions of dollars in water tanks
throughout the city that are being replaced. We know that the water rates are
not cheapest in the county; but they also are not the highest in the county.
We are a little bit on the high side, agreed. But people can control that with
some conservation if they like and I know I will get some flack about that
comment. But you have to understand we are in an old city with old water
mains and we have to continue our program of replacement of these lines.
Keep in mind we also can get some grant money for lead water main
replacements; I think we did 4 on Monhagen Ave. alone. We will continue that
program, continue to access hopefully state funds. The Governor’s office is
very much involved especially now a days with all of the focus on places like
Newark and Flint, MI. and other communities not only with contamination like
Newburgh had but contamination with lead. ..a lot of that as you know comes
from the corrosive nature of change in the water treatment. That is why
Jacob’s expertise in that area is very important, but we do test. When we do
detect we do random sampling, if people want to have their properties
checked all they need to do is call DPW and we will do a test. Make you
aware of the findings and if we are able to access more grant money we will
continue to do that. With all the focus on lead issues we want to reassure
people that we have a continuance program for monitoring. That you need to
basically contact us if you would like us to test your water. We had $600,000
and $550,000 in lead service replacement that is not water mains. That is
services into homes that have been replaced that have had some lead
detection in them. We are going to stay on top of that program. Again, I want
to reinforce to the public we don’t know if we are not inside of your home, we
do our testing throughout mains, at plants and all those things and of course
the water coming out of the reservoir for lead. A lot has to do with going
through the pipes or through your pipes there could be lead sodering, it could
be water corrosion, sodering then getting into your pipes. A whole bunch of
reasons I guess for it and I’m not an engineer or expert in that area. But I do
know that if we don’t test yours then there is not any type of determination by
us because we don’t know what is happening inside of your home. There
might be some piping inside your home also especially if you have an older
home.
With that said we will keep reminding people because the national press is
going to continue to remind people that lead poisoning and lead issues in old
cities can and will be a problem as we move forward. Senator Gillibrand is
sponsoring a major infrastructure seminar coming up. We are hoping to have
some representatives, maybe one of our consultants at this to see how the
federal government is going to address it in regards to specifically to funding.
So we will be in the ball game for any funding that we can get to access for
changing of water main from the water main into your home, if your testing
determines that it is necessary.
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E-scooter it is becoming an issue. As you know I think that is why you
mentioned it. There is legislation that some communities are passing not only
with E-scooters but when the trail comes through which is bicycles. One of
the major things in NYC now is controlling pedestrian bike accidents like on
trails, West Side Highway. We are going to work with the County on how that
is going to be regulated, I know there are no scooters allowed on the trail. I
believe no electronic devices, electric bicycles or electric scooters allowed on
it. We will verify all that with the trail, it is becoming a bigger and bigger
problem. We currently do not have any stations that rent out those types of
bikes. It is becoming a problem mostly in larger cities because of larger
markets. We can anticipate with the trail coming we might be seeing those
type of things. As long as you have legislation in place to address it.
Ald. Johnson- I happen to be on the West Side Highway about a month ago
at 6 o’clock, my party and I almost got ran over because they did not pay
attention to the crossing.
When you talk about older homes for lead what is the cutoff? More than 20
yrs. old.
Mayor DeStefano- I think it is older than that.
Commissioner Tawil-We’ve done our own survey. Within our own survey we
have data about which house has lead service and which house does not.
We made an assumption some of them have galvanized service going in,
some of them they have brass as an example. It is assumed that the section
under the road is lead. This, they qualify for the grant, the Mayor and all of
you awarded couple of meetings ago the lead replacement for the services.
Most of the work is taking place as we speak.
Ald. Johnson-Is there a variable or is there a certain age? Is it a variable
number or it could be 10, 20 or 30 years?
Commissioner Tawil-No. It is older homes that is who has them.
Ald. Johnson-What do you call older?
Commissioner Tawil-I don’t have an exact date, however, we have an exact
count because we have done a survey.
Pres. Rodrigues- 1964, right.
Commissioner Tawil- Yeah even older. The lead service, not the lead soder,
the actual lead pipe. They stopped using that a long time ago. That is the
issue; we have a survey because our water meter dept. check inside each
and every basement. We just replaced all the water meters throughout the
city so we can see what is coming through your basement wall. That is how
we have our data and that is how we contacted people. That is how we have
lead placement program based on.
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Mayor DeStefano-I tried to share this information from Mr. Dietrich who is with
the County Health Dept. and he informed me 1978 is when the lead paint all
changed. Just to give you an idea. Of course if you want to be safe just ask
for testing.
Now assuming that, the city does not have a grant program directly with the
city. So you will make your own decision on your own family but then we will
continue to apply for more money. The issue is not you guys …have lead
soder in your pipes doesn’t mean that you have lead in your water.
I think what happened in Flint is they changed the water source, much more
corrosive and that generated the lead soder. It is very complicated; but, me
personally I think and we can’t get 8,000 samples all tomorrow. We will try to
nail that date for you; so that would eliminate x amount of homes. I don’t think
this is an issue we should be ignoring as a body; we try to educate people on
it. God forbid something drastic did happen with our water source that created
some kind of corrosive thing in the water lines then of course we would have
to address it. We are not going to ignore it like Newark, NJ and we are not
going to be part of the problem like the state regulators in MI.
We will continue to test.
Ald. Johnson-Copper sulfate when you do put it in the water does it dissipate
on its own? Does it get filtered out?
Commissioner Tawil-It dissipates on its own. That is another complicated
discussion about what happens to the copper in there.
10. Remarks of Aldermen
Ald. Burr- Remind my constituents that garbage is a day late and we will pick
up the recyclables on Saturday.
Ald. Jean-Francois-Constituents meeting this Saturday at 10am. Everyone
can attend if you have any issues or concerns please Sparrow and I will be
here.
Ald. Kleiner-My condolences also to Senator Larkin’s family and friends. He
was here for a while; he was such a major force for us and Orange County.
Our constituents meeting will be next Monday. Sept. 9 th at 7pm.
Water pipes we actually have a section from the old days of wooden water
pipes at the Historical Society. That is how long ago this system was built, I
always say we owe them such a debt. We really do need to keep up with
this.
Ald. Ramkissoon-I just want to say Happy & Safe return to school.
I just want to say for the record thank you to the DPW.
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Ald. Johnson- Prepare and move in place.
Ald. Green-Wish the children a Safe & Happy first day of school. Everyone
driving leave a little early in the morning may be.
Ald. Tobin-Wish everybody a great school year.
I had a chance to speak to Sen. Larkin, he was a great man and cared about
his constituents. He did so much work for this county. Especially for veterans
and starting Purple Heart committee.
Ald. Masi-I go back probably 50 yrs. with Sen. Larkin, he was a great patriot
for sure and a great statesmen and hope he rests in peace.
Unlike the Mayor I have no problem jumping in with an argument between the
Chief and Jacob. I think the city actually I don’t think either one of you are
more important or the most important; I think the city runs on all the dept.
heads and all the depts. all the workers. We were going over the budget
tonight if not for Don we wouldn’t have the money to pay you either one.
Maria with Community Development, we certainly wouldn’t have Recreation.
I think Middletown works so well because we have so many good
departments and good dept. heads. I look at John and his dept. I go down
every morning and just because I like walking a lot I stop in their office and I
pick up the mail. I can tell you between Karen and Lori the amount of work
that they do is unbelievable. I just think it is ….
Sept. 3rd. 56 yrs. ago today I was in Lackland, Tx. Spending my first day in the
Air Force.
11. Unfinished Business
John Naumchik-Nothing this evening.
12. New Business
185.19 Resolution to approve the application for 5 properties is an Unlisted Action under
SEQRA for a zone change from I-2 to R-2.
On motion of Ald. Johnson seconded by Ald. Masi

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown Common Council has been presented with a
proposal to rezone 5 lots Myrtle Avenue and Railroad Avenue from I-2 industrial zoning
district to a R-2 two-family district, and
WHEREAS, the lots are described on the City of Middletown tax map as Section
36, Block 8, Lot 3; Section 36, Block 8, Lot 2; Section 36, Block 8, Lot 29; Section 36,
Block 2, Lot 1; and Section 36, Block 8, Lot 1, and
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WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning constitutes an Unlisted Action pursuant to the
State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) regulations, and
WHEREAS, the Common Council is the only involved agency under SEQRA for
this rezoning request, and therefore would be the Lead Agency for the SEQRA review of
this action, and
WHEREAS, the Common Council has received a Short Environmental
Assessment Form describing this action, and
WHEREAS, the City of Middletown Common Council has identified the relevant
areas of environmental concern and thoroughly considered the criteria for determining
significance set forth at 6 NYCRR Part 617.7 (c).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Middletown Common
Council declares itself Lead Agency with respect to this rezoning request pursuant to 6
NYCRR § 617.6(b)(1), and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council, after reviewing the
application materials, including the Short EAF, hereby determines that the application is
an Unlisted Action under SEQRA.
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Common Council hereby declares that the
proposed action will not result in a significant adverse impact on the environment, and an
environmental impact statement will not be prepared, and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that this Negative Declaration is made pursuant to
Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
186.19 Resolution to approve the application for 5 properties zone change from I-2 to R-2.
On motion of Ald. Johnson seconded by Ald. Ramkissoon

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown Common Council has been presented with a
proposal to rezone 5 lots on Myrtle Avenue and Railroad Avenue I-2 industrial zoning
district to a R-2 two-family district, and
WHEREAS, the lots are described on the City of Middletown tax map as Section
36, Block 8, Lot 3; Section 36, Block 8, Lot 2; Section 36, Block 8, Lot 29; Section 36,
Block 8, Lot 1 and Section 36, Block 2, Lot 1, and
20 | P a g e
09-03-19CC

WHEREAS, the Common Council has issued a Negative Declaration for this
proposed action pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”)
regulations, and
WHEREAS, the Common Council has received advice from the Corporation
Counsel that this proposed rezoning is a legitimate use of the Council’s zoning authority.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AND BE IT ORDAINED, by the
Common Council of the City of Middletown, as follows:
Section 1. The Code of the City of Middletown, N.Y., Chapter 123, Zoning, as
adopted March 27, 1967 and amended, and in particular Section 475-6, Zoning Map, be
and is hereby further amended by rezoning the following parcels located on Myrtle
Avenue and Railroad Avenue from I-2 industrial zoning district to R-2 two-family
district, to be governed henceforth by the provisions of Section 475-10:
Tax Map
36-8-3
36-8-2
36-8-29
36-2-1
36-8-1
Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
187.19 Resolution to amend the City Code to establish one-year renewable Student Housing
Rental Permits.
On motion of Ald. Johnson seconded by Ald. Jean-Francois

WHEREAS, the Common Council wishes to establish one-year renewable Student
Housing Rental Permits.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED by the Common
Council of the City of Middletown, New York, that the Code of the City of Middletown,
Chapter 475: Zoning, be and is hereby amended as follows:
Section 1. Paragraph 4 of Subsection C of Section 475-35, Boarders in residential
districts and dwellings; boardinghouses, of the Zoning Code of the City of Middletown is
hereby amended by replacing Paragraph (4) to read as follows:
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(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, boardinghouses for
college students are uses permitted in all R-1, R-2, OR-2, SR-3A, SR-3B, C-1, C-2, C1A, C-3A and DMU zoning districts, provided that:
(a) The college students must be full time students during the entire period
of their occupancy at an accredited college or university located in Orange County
(“full time students” is defined to mean undergraduate or graduate students who
are taking at least 12 credit hours of classes per semester at such college or
university, or 30 credit hours of classes during such college or university’s
academic year, or full time medical residents at or associated with Orange
Regional Medical Center);
(b) There can be no more than three (3) such students in any such
boardinghouse;
(c) The owner(s) must apply for and receive a Student Housing Rental
Permit pursuant to the provisions of Article III of Chapter 296 of the Middletown
City Code. This Rental Permit shall be applied for and issued in accordance with
all of the requirements contained in Article III for boardinghouse permits, except:
(i) The Student Housing Rental Permit shall be valid for a period of
one (1) year from the date of issuance and may be renewed for additional one-year
periods as provided in Section 296-18(B);
(ii) The applicant for a Student Housing Rental Permit or a renewal
thereof is not subject to the background check requirements of Section 296-20(H).
Section 2. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or the application of
any other provision to any item in this ordinance is held invalid, the invalidity of that
provision or application shall not affect any of the other provisions or the application of
those provisions to other items in this chapter or ordinance.
Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9

188.19 Resolution to close North Street from Franklin Square to Orchard Street on
September 7, 2019 from 4:00pm to 10:00pm for the Movie in the Park Event.
On motion of Ald. Jean-Francois seconded by Ald. Tobin

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby
authorizes the Chief of Police or his designee to close North Street from Franklin Square
to Orchard Street on September 7, 2019 from 4:00pm to 10:00pm for the Movie in the
Park Event.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr,
Green, Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
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189.19 Resolution to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $1,000.00 within the Senior Center
2019 budget to fund cable/internet services from August through December 2019.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Green

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $1,000.00 within the
Senior Center 2019 budget to fund cable/internet services from August through December 2019
in the following manner:
From
Telephone Expense
6772.481

AMOUNT
$1,000.00

TO
Contractual Services
6772.401

Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
190.19 Resolution to authorize the Treasurer to open a new “NOW” account at Orange Bank and
Trust for the water and sewer deposit accounts.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Jean-Francois

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the Treasurer to open a new “NOW” account
at Orange Bank & Trust. This is an interest bearing account that excess cash from the water and
sewer deposit accounts will be swept into daily earning 2.5%.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
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191.19 Resolution to amend resolution #130-19 raising the amount to $155,000.00 for the
purchase of 7 Canal Street for to add the cost of taxes and water/sewer billings.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Ramkissoon

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to amend resolution #130-19 raising the amount to
$155,000.00 for the purchase of 7 Canal Street to add the cost of taxes and water/sewer billings
the City will have to forgive when purchasing 7 Canal Street.
LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown
hereby concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the Treasurer to
transfer $16,111.30 for the difference in for the purchase in the following manner:
From
Gen. Fund Balance

Amount
$16,111.30

To
A.1940.900

Purchase Land
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
192.19 Resolution to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $246,380.00 within the 2019 budget
to adding monies to various utility accounts from ESG.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Tobin

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the Treasurer to transfer $246,380.00 within
the 2019 budget the following transfer for adding monies to various utility accounts as a result of
an estimated savings from ESG included in the 2019 budget not materializing in the following
manner as per the attached letter from the Treasurer to ECG:
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General Fund Balance
Water Fund Balance
Sewer Fund Balance

From
115,805
45,948
84,627

General
A.1620.415 Light & Heat Maintenance
A.3420.415 Light & Heat Fire
A.5182.900 Street Lighting
A.6772.415 Light & Heat Seniors
A.7020.415 Light & Heat Recreation
A.7180.415 Light & Heat Swimming Pools
A.8060.415 Light & Heat Academy Ave School
Total General
Water
F.8330.415 Light & Heat Purification
F.8340.415 Light & heat Distribution System
Total Water
Sewer
G.8130.415 Light & Heat Sewage
Total Sewer
Grand Total All Funds

To

35,690
18,625
21,267
8,535
23,402
829
7,457
115,805
39,434
6,514
45,948

246,380

84,627
84,627
246,380

Ald. Kleiner-I just wanted to explain this is the group that has gone through upgrading all
our buildings and if the savings are not what we thought they would be now what the end of the
period we have guarantee savings. We will eventually get this back
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
193.18 Resolution to approve amendment #3 from Lehman & Getz in the amount of
$7,800.00 for the Orchard Street, James Street & City Hall parking lots project in regards to
engineering work and landscape design funded by the DRI.
On motion of Ald. Green seconded by Ald. Kleiner

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to approve amendment # 3 from Lehman & Getz in the
amount of $7,800.00 for the Orchard Street, James Street & City Hall parking lots project in
regards to engineering work and landscape design and will funded through the DRI grant.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
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194.19 Resolution that the Proposed Action of the replacement of the raw water line from
Kinch Pond to the Shawangunk Reservoir will not have a significant environmental impact
and hereby issues a Negative Declaration under SEQRA.
On motion of Ald. Tobin seconded by Ald. Kleiner

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Middletown (Council) has
authorized the submission of a grant for funding the engineering, design, and
construction for the replacement of the raw water line from Kinch Pond to the
Shawangunk Reservoir to address existing deficiencies in capacity and condition in
conjunction with an August 2019 Engineering Report prepared by the consulting firm of
CPL of Newburgh, New York; and
WHEREAS, the project involves the replacement of approximately 8,300 feet of
the existing 24” water transmission line that connects the two water sources with
upsized and upgraded lines that will run alongside and within the existing water
transmission corridor; and
WHEREAS, the existing 24” water transmission line will be abandoned in place;
and
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of 6 NYCRR Part 617 (SEQRA), the
project is determined to be an Unlisted Action which will not be subject to a
coordinated review.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council hereby
designates itself as Lead Agency for the proposed action pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that based upon examination of the Environmental
Assessment Form (EAF), its own independent analysis of the Proposed Action, and
comparison with the criteria for determining significance under 6 NYCRR 617.7, the
Common Council finds that the Proposed Action will not have a significant
environmental impact and hereby issues a Negative Declaration; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this determination is based on the facts and
conclusions as noted in the attached EAF.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
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195.19 Resolution to authorize the Mayor to submit a WIIA grant application and approve
bond financing for the water infrastructure improvements.
On motion of Ald. Jean-Francois seconded by Ald. Green

WHEREAS, the City of Middletown, New York (“the City") has determined that it is in the
public interest and will benefit the residents of the City and the environment to
construct certain improvements to the City’s water system, specifically the raw water
transmission line from Kinch Pond to the Shawangunk Reservoir; and
WHEREAS, said improvements are identified and described in an Engineer’s Report
from CPL, dated August 2019 (the "Engineering Report"); and
WHEREAS, the City desires to seek funding assistance to help decrease the amount of
Bond monies used for the water system improvements; and
WHEREAS, the Water Infrastructure Improvement Act (the "WIIA") through the New
York State Environmental Facilities Corporation (“NYSEFC”) provides a grant program for
such improvements, which, if awarded, would cover up to 60% of eligible project costs,
thus reducing the City’s Bond Obligations.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Commissioner of Public
Works, with the assistance of the City Engineering consultants, may make application
and submit a WIIA grant application; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is the intention of the City of Middletown to finance
the project, in whole or in part, though Bond financing, stating a maximum cost as
$8,000,000, in accordance with Local Finance Law.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
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196.19 Resolution to approve the proposal from CPL for professional services for drainage
improvements for the new East Main Street walkway in the amount of $3,500 at time of
design and $4,500 at completion of work funded by the DRI.
On motion of Ald. Green seconded by Ald. Kleiner

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to approve the proposal from CPL for professional
services for drainage improvements for the new East Main Street walkway in the amount of
$3,500 at time of design and $4,500 at completion of work funded by the DRI or other sources if
not approved by the DRI.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
197.19 Resolution to approve the Capital Ex Plan for 2019/2020 year.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Green

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to approve the attached Capital Ex Plan for 2019/2020
year.
LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown
hereby concurs with the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to approve the Treasurer to fund
the Capital Ex plan for 2019/2020 in the BAN II funding for early October 2019 and to create
capital lines in the 2019 budget for the various projects as listed.
Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
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198.19 Resolution to approve a transfer of $524,760.00 for repairs to the WWTP.
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Jean-Francois

RESOLVED; that the Common Council of the City of Middletown hereby concurs with the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to authorize the Treasurer to transfer a total of
$524,760.00 from the Sewer Fund Balance for an upward budget adjustment to the waste water
treatment plant to pay for mandatory maintenance to fund the repairs in the following manner:
From
Sewer Fund Balance

Amount
$524,760

TO
$333,000
6,560
165,200
20,000
524,760

G.8130.200 Sewer Equipment
G.8130.400 Sewer Contractual
G.8130.440 Repairs to Equipment
G.8130.450 Materials & Supplies

Roll Call: Ayes: Ald. Ramkissoon, Tobin, Kleiner, Johnson, Jean-Francois, Burr, Green,
Masi, Pres. Rodrigues-9
13. LOCAL LAWS
John Naumchik- Nothing this evening.
Ald. Masi- First I want to apologize I left out Fire Dept. Chief I just saw you and obviously
you are part of the city also.
14. AUDIT OF CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS
On motion of Ald. Masi seconded by Ald. Johnson
I move that the accounts be audited the claims be adjusted and the Treasurer be
authorized to issue warrants for their payment.
15. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business meeting adjourned at 9:21pm
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Sisco
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